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MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Mr.
Lundregan, one of its clerks, an-
nounced that the Senate had passed
without amendment a bill of the House
of the following title:

H.R. 2981. An act to extend energy con-
servation programs under the Energy Policy
and Conservation Act through March 31, 2000.

f

INDONESIA’S SHAMEFUL MILI-
TARY OCCUPATION OF EAST
TIMOR AND WEST PAPUA NEW
GUINEA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 1999, the gentleman from Amer-
ican Samoa (Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA) is
recognized for 60 minutes as the des-
ignee of the minority leader.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I have entitled my remarks tonight to
my colleagues and to my fellow Ameri-
cans as Indonesia’s Shameful Military
Occupation of East Timor and West
Papua New Guinea, or also known as
Irian Jaya.

Mr. Speaker, this week the House of
Representatives considered legislation,
House Resolution 292, expressing its po-
sition with regards to the tragic crisis
in East Timor, Indonesia.

I want to commend the chairman and
ranking member of the Committee on
International Relations of the House,
the gentleman from New York (Mr.
GILMAN) and the gentleman from Con-
necticut (Mr. GEJDENSON), for bringing
to the floor this important measure re-
garding the recent dire developments
in East Timor.

I would further deeply commend the
chairman and ranking member of the
House Committee on International Re-
lations Subcommittee on Asia and the
Pacific, the gentleman from Nebraska
(Mr. BEREUTER) and the gentleman
from California (Mr. LANTOS), for intro-
ducing the resolution and their consid-
erable work on it. I am honored to be
an original cosponsor of House Resolu-
tion 292.

Mr. Speaker, I also want to commend
the gentleman from Rhode Island (Mr.
KENNEDY) for introducing H.R. 2895, a
bill that will cut off all U.S. bilateral
and multilateral agreements with Indo-
nesia if the Indonesian government
fails to implement and support the
United Nation’s supervised plebescite
which resulted in a vote of over 78 per-
cent of the voters of East Timor in
favor of total independence from the
government of Indonesia.

The bill of the gentleman from Rhode
Island (Mr. KENNEDY) has strong bipar-
tisan support by both Republicans and
Democrats, and I am honored to have
also been an original cosponsor of this
legislation.

Mr. Speaker, like many of our col-
leagues, I am greatly disturbed and
saddened by the brutal, violent re-
sponse of the pro-Jakarta militia and
Indonesian military to the over-
whelming force for independence dem-
onstrated by the courageous people of

East Timor. However, I am not at all
surprised at the rampant killings, Mr.
Speaker, as the Indonesian military
has routinely used violence as a tool of
repression.

Although the Timorese struggle for
self-determination has received much
publicity, Mr. Speaker, scant attention
has been paid to the people of West
Papua New Guinea who have similarly
struggled to throw off the yoke of Indo-
nesian colonialism.

As in East Timor, Indonesia took
West Papua New Guinea by force in
1963. In a truly pathetic episode, the
United Nations in 1969 sanctioned a
fraudulent referendum where only 1,025
delegates that were handpicked and
paid off by the Jakarta government
were permitted to participate in a so-
called independence vote. The rest of
the West Papua New Guinea people,
well over 800,000 strong, Mr. Speaker,
had absolutely no voice in the undemo-
cratic process.

Since Indonesia subjugated West
Papua New Guinea, the native Papuan
people have suffered under one of the
most repressive and unjust systems of
colonial occupation in the 20th cen-
tury.

Like in East Timor where 200,000
East Timorese have died, the Indo-
nesian military has been brutal in West
Papua New Guinea. Reports estimate
that between 100,000 to 200,000 West
Papuans have died or simply vanished
at the hands of the Indonesian mili-
tary.

While we search for justice and peace
in East Timor, Mr. Speaker, we should
not forget the violent tragedy that
continues to play out today in West
Papua New Guinea.

I would urge our colleagues and our
great Nation and the international
community to revisit the status of
West Papua New Guinea to ensure that
justice is also achieved there.

Mr. Speaker, with respect to the
events of the past weeks, the Indo-
nesian government should be con-
demned in the strongest terms for al-
lowing untold atrocities to be com-
mitted against the innocent, unarmed
civilians of East Timor. I commend
President Clinton for terminating all
assistance to and ties with the Indo-
nesian military. United Nations esti-
mates that there are over 300,000
Timorese, in excess of a third of the
population of East Timor, have been
displaced and it remains to be seen how
many hundreds, if not thousands, have
been killed in the mass bloodletting
and carnage by the Indonesian military
and its militia.

Mr. Speaker, a couple of days ago,
the United Nations Human Rights
Commission voted for an international
inquiry into the atrocities committed
in East Timor. The call for an inter-
national war crimes tribunal to punish
those responsible for the atrocities
should be heeded, even if it implicates
the top military leadership of Jakarta.

I strongly supported the intervention
of the United Nations-endorsed multi-

national force in East Timor, and I am
heartened at their arrival in Dili last
week. Although only 5,000 of the 7,500
troop peacekeeping is presently there
in East Timor, they have already had a
significant effect in stabilizing the sit-
uation and restoring order in Dili.

Mr. Speaker, I want to commend the
government of Australia for its leader-
ship with the multinational force and
recognize the important and substan-
tial troop contributions of Thailand to
the peacekeeping effort.

While I believe America’s role in the
peacekeeping mission should have been
greater, certainly the contribution of
the U.S. airlift and logistical support
has been invaluable. If Australia, Thai-
land and our allies call upon us and it
is necessary that the United States
play a more substantial role in the
peacekeeping effort, I submit, Mr.
Speaker, even if it means the contribu-
tion of a small contingency of ground
troops which could easily be drawn
from our reserves of the U.S. Marines
in Okinawa, after all, Mr. Speaker, is
this not the very reason why we have
troops located in the Asia-Pacific re-
gion, and that is to provide stability
and order in that region of the world?

Mr. Speaker, with Indonesia being
the fourth largest nation and the larg-
est Muslim country in the world, which
sits astride the major sea-lanes of com-
munications and trade, certainly we do
have a substantial national interest in
preserving stability in Indonesia and
Southeast Asia as well.

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to join my
colleagues in adoption of legislation
that touches on all of the foregoing
concerns. It is appropriate that the
House finally speak as a body in ad-
dressing the tremendous evil per-
petrated against the free citizens of
East Timor by the Indonesian military.

Mr. Speaker, we and our colleagues
must do all we can to assist the recov-
ery of the Timorese people and to sup-
port their struggle for freedom, eco-
nomic self-sufficiency and democracy.

Mr. Speaker, if I may borrow the
words of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,
who said in part, ‘‘I refuse to accept de-
spair as the final response to the ambi-
guities of history. I refuse to accept
the idea that the isness of man’s
present nature makes him morally in-
capable of reaching up for the eternal
oughtness that forever confronts
them.’’

As a nation and as a world we have
watched as East Timor and West Papua
New Guinea have struggled for inde-
pendent and self-determination. As a
government, we have known the ambi-
guities of colonialist history. Indo-
nesia, a former Dutch colony, was
granted independence by the Nether-
lands in 1949. In its own act of colonial
aggression, Indonesia then demanded
all former territories of the Dutch East
Indies and the Portuguese Colonial
Empires, including West Papua New
Guinea and East Timor. When Indo-
nesia’s demands were not met, the In-
donesian military troops slaughtered
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